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ish chieftain on horseback on a wild mountain road, wear-
ing a long gown of thin white muslin, heavily embroid-
ered, over Ms other robes.
The manufacture of rugs is carried on to a great ex-
tent among the Kurds, and in their homes the artistic
results of this industry form a background for the beauty
of Kurdish women. There is, perhaps, no woman in the
world so beautiful and so perfect physically as the Kurd-
ish, peasant. She is tall, graceful, and well-formed, with
richly colored skin of the brunette type, black hair and
eyes; while the habit of carrying heavy burdens on her
head gives her also a personal carriage of extreme grace-
fulness and poise.
"We of the West demand equality of rights for men and
women. In the Kurdish nation this is carried to an
extreme, and the Kurdish women have all the rights of
working while the men have all the rights of pleasure.
No Kurdish man is expected to work. His life is the
life of a robber, and no Kurdish girl will marry a man
who is not a successful robber. All the work of the fields
and of the household is done by the women, although
cultivation of land is not carried on to any great extent
among them. Furthermore, the Kurdish woman is not
troubled by the weakening effect of culture—her brain
need not necessarily carry even the intricacies of an
alphabet. She is physically well and free, and not sub-
ject to the bondage of any kind of pain.
Mountain travel in the interior of Turkey is far from
easy and means many hours of climbing, sometimes with
exposure to great inclemency of weather. A friend of
mine, traveling over the mountains in company with a
Kurdish man and woman, suddenly noticed that the
woman was missing, although her husband paid no ap-
parent attention to the fact. A few hours later she re-
joined them, with her usual air of serenity, and casually
bound to her back was a little child.

